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Determining the Professional Development Needs of
Special Education Teachers in Al Madinah Al-Munawarah

Abstract

The study aimed to know the professional development needs of special
education teachers in Medina, in addition to identifying the reality of
professional development for special education teachers and the methods of
professional development provided to them, and knowing the impact of
gender variables, academic qualification, years of experience and the stage
that the teacher studies, and clarification Obstacles to the development
process; In order to reach professional development proposals submitted to
special education teachers. In order to achieve the objectives of the study,
the descriptive survey methods was used by distributing the study tool,
which is the "Questionnaire to Determining the Professional Development
Needs of Special Education Teachers in Al Madinah Al-Munawarah". on a
sample of leaders and special education teachers in public schools in which
special education programs are available in Medina. It reached YV leaders
and YYY teachers, representing 31.25% of the total leaders and teachers.
The questionnaire consisted of (40) statements, distributed on four axes,
namely: the reality of professional development for special education
teachers, its methods, its obstacles, and its proposals. The study reached a
set of results, the most important of which are: The professional
development needs of special education teachers from the point of view of
leaders and teachers of special education schools in Medina came at an
average level in general. At the level of the axes, the professional
development proposals for special education teachers came at a high level,
and the focus of obstacles to professional development for special
education teachers was also at a high level. And arranged in descending
order, as follows: the axis of professional development methods provided
to special education teachers, and the axis of what is the reality of
professional development for special education teachers. There are no
differences in the level of the employees’assessment of their needs due to
scientific qualification and experience. And the existence of differences in
the level of workers ’assessment of their needs due to gender in favor of
males and the educational stage in favor of primary school students.
Among the most prominent recommendations was the need to improve the
quality of special education teachers' programs, by using different
approaches and decisions to carry out development and renewal to raise the
efficiency of the outputs of the educational process in light of
contemporary global trends and experiences, and to involve teachers in the
process of preparing professional development programs and plans
commensurate with their needs and to allow them to express their opinion
on these programs rationally, diversifying the methods used for training
and professional development of special education teachers within multiple
options, such as using the method of workshops and group training, holding
seminars and seminars, and remote training in partnership with specialists
from universities and scientific and educational research centers.

Key words:Professional development - training needs - special
education teachers - people with disabilities - school leaders.
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